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Have you ever found yourself staring out at your backyard dreaming of what it *could* 
look like? Are you wishing you had a relaxing space where you could escape the realities 
of everyday life and take in the fresh air and sunshine? 

My name is Beau Cook, and I’m the Director of Nuview Landscapes & Maintenance. 
Today, I’ve got good news:

Turning your backyard into a relaxing and inviting getaway is a lot easier than you 
think. And not only will it extend your current living space, but it could easily add tens of 
thousands to the value of your home when it comes time to sell.

All you have to do is learn the secrets I’m about to share with you in this 7-step guide and 
avoid the many mistakes and pitfalls other homeowners have made along the way.

Sound fair? 

I hope that by using this step-by-step guide, you’ll feel confident transforming your living 
space into a refuge, a place to destress and have fun, and a place to enjoy special time 
with friends and family.

Regardless of how big or small your yard is, it has the potential to become whatever you 
want it to be. I’ll be here to guide you every step of the way, revealing secrets I’ve learned 
over the past decade, questions to ask before hiring a landscaper, and of course, some 
gorgeous examples of landscaping upgrades we’ve done that will have your neighbours 
wishing their yard looked half as good as yours.

With that said, let’s start transforming your backyard into the oasis you’ve always 
dreamed of!

Beau Cook
Direct, Nuview Landscapes & Maintenance
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Step 1: Planning
Before you start any landscaping or outdoor makeover 
project, as yourself this question:

How am I going to use this space?

Things To Remember When Planning:

Taking into account how you want to use your outdoor 
space will ensure you end up with a design that’s 
both gorgeous and functional for your lifestyle. A 
professional landscape contractor will also help you 
figure out what’s possible for your space and bring 
your vision to life in creative ways.

For example, do you want a space for outdoor 
entertaining and backyard BBQs or only for use during 
certain seasons? Would you like a space to relax in the 
warm sun or for the kids to safely play? How about a 
veggie and herb garden? 

We recommend collecting your ideas in a document 
or Pinterest board so it’s easy to visualize and start 
planning. Be sure to hop online and check out photos 
for inspiration, such as this project we completed 
recently

Find out if it’s necessary to seek Council Approval (for things like decking and roof 
extensions)

Decide whether or not additional utilities will need to be run before starting your 
project

Consider maintenance and upkeep needs before choosing a design

Choose materials wisely with a mix of quality, design, and value

Answer this: What is the #1 most important thing you’d like to change about your 
landscape? Why?

Consider layout of utilities and watering systems before planting anything (otherwise 
you could end up with a big, expensive mess…)
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Okay! Once you’ve got a plan and your ideas on paper (or Pinterest), you or your 
landscape professional can execute your project as efficiently and cost effectively as 
possible.

Ready for step 2? Let’s talk budget...

Step 2: Budgeting

It may seem obvious, but one of the most important things you can do as a homeowner 
before starting a landscape renovation is to determine your budget. Your budget will 
certainly impact what you’re able to accomplish with your outdoor makeover, so it’s 
important to find ways to maximise every dollar spent.

If you’re planning to do your landscape upgrade yourself, we recommend gathering an 
estimate then adding about 15% to ensure you don’t run low on materials. The average 
cost of an outdoor makeover is between [insert #] and [insert #], depending on how 
many features you’re looking to add (which we’ll be talking about in the rest of this guide).

Setting up your budget ahead of time will minimise stress levels and help guide your 
buying decisions. While it may seem counterintuitive, hiring a professional landscaper 
can actually help you save in the long run since they will know exactly how much things 
should cost and how to make cost-effective purchases so you can get what you want 
without breaking the bank.

Any landscaper worth their weight in gold can tell you approximately what each 
component of your dream yard will cost. They’ll also keep your budget in mind while 
working on your project so you don’t accidentally overspend.

Another benefit to hiring a licensed landscaping contractor vs. a landscaper or landscape 
designer is that they can manage the entire project for you, saving you time and money.

So, if you don’t want to end up spending your holiday budget on a new backyard, we 
recommend hiring a pro! Whatever your budget is, they’ll help you find the right mix of 
materials and the best layout to ensure the end result is an outdoor oasis you’ll LOVE 
spending time in.
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Step 3: Design & Layout

The design and layout of your outdoor space 
can make or break a project. Many of the 
homeowners I’ve worked with in Sydney 
over the past 7 years moved into a house 
and quickly realised the outdoor living space 
wasn’t the optimal fit for their family.

Everyone’s wants and needs are different. 
That’s why we always take into account your 
lifestyle and tastes before executing a plan.

Here are a few things to consider before finalising the design and layout of your outdoor 
oasis:

Colour

Style

Function

MoodMaintenance

From flowers to furniture, 
keep in mind what colours 
put you at ease and bring 
you joy. Be sure to share this 
with your landscaper as well.

When you open the door and walk into your backyard, what kind of effect do you want to 
experience? From rustic wildflowers to ultra-modern manicured hedges and fountains to 
zen pergolas and statues, you can make every day feel like vacation with the right style of 
design and layout.

Don’t forget the first question to ask yourself: How are 
you using your outdoor space? Depending on what 
your needs and desires are, you can add decking, 
patios, seating, a fireplace, and even an outdoor bar or 
kitchen. But the best designs are as functional as they 
are elegant and inviting.

 Along with the overarching style of your landscape, 
you’ll want to consider the mood, or feeling, it creates. 
Think about one or two words you would use to 
describe your dream space. 
For example: Wilderness, exotic paradise, comfy 
casual, fragrant florals, block party, whimsical 
waterfalls, serene, etc. Knowing this ahead of time will 
help ensure your outdoor oasis has a consistent feel, 
even if you have different areas for different uses.

This is a big one. Unless 
you like pulling weeds or 
want to hire a pro to keep 
your garden looking sharp, 
it’s important to consider 
how much maintenance 
the design you’ve chosen 
requires.
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Pro Tip: Be sure to visualize your design before executing it. Professional landscapers 
often use 3D rendering software to show you what your completed design will look like 
before you start it so you can make sure it’s exactly what you want.

Step 4: Structures & 
Hardscaping

Many people think of landscaping as a manicured lawn with a few nice plants and trees. 
But at Nuview, we see landscapes differently.

With an eye for design and creativity, we know there’s so much more to an outdoor 
oasis than greenery. When it comes to truly transforming your backyard, structures and 
hardscaping can make all the difference. 

From stone-cladded steps and paths leading to a sitting area or patio to brilliant decking 
that’s as beautiful as it is functional, the right structure and hardscaping can instantly 
transform a muddy, unkempt backyard into a refuge you never want to leave.

A few things you may enjoy in the perfect backyard are decking, stonework, feature walls, 
patios, concreting, and paving. You may also need a retaining wall for structural reasons, 
and we’re licensed and equipped to do that, too.

Here are a few examples of structures and hardscapes we’ve created to extend 
homeowners’ livable space outdoors.

Stunning stone/concrete walkway 
provides a clean path through freshly 
mulched landscape with easy-to-
maintain shade plants.

New wood decking gives these Sydney 
homeowners a place to sit outside and 
enjoy the fresh air or entertain friends 
with very little maintenance required.
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Step 5: Privacy

One of the best ways to enrich the style, value, and functionality of your new outdoor oasis 
is with privacy. There are a variety of ways to create a more private, intimate space for 
your backyard that don’t skimp on style. Here are a few of our favourites!

Timber Fencing

Privacy Screens

Natural Treeline

A well-crafted timber fence provides privacy 
while easily blending into the surroundings 
and works with any style home. Plus, you can 
build it as high as 2.4 metres.

One more great look to consider is a timber 
privacy screen. This slatted design acts as a 
natural gallery wall and adds both privacy 
and a modern finish to any outdoor space.

Many homeowners opt for a more natural 
fenceline of trees, shrubs, and ivy to create 
privacy while adding more greenery and 
shade to their oasis.

1.

3.

2.

Whether you just want to keep the dogs in and the neighbours out or really step up 
the design of your backyard, there are a variety of privacy options out there. The right 
landscaper can help you pick the perfect one for your lifestyle and budget.
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Step 6: Lighting & Amenities

Now that you’ve properly planned out how your space 
is going to be used, what kind of design and layout 
you’ll need, and what kind of privacy you’ll have, it’s 
time to get into the fun details! That’s where lighting 
and amenities come in.

With sconces and string lighting, you can create a 
magical after-hours setting for entertaining or cozying 
up with someone special. A well-lit landscape can also 
enhance the safety of your home and reduce the risk 
of burglary.

But if you truly want an outdoor OASIS, you don’t have to stop there…

Add an outdoor fireplace or pizza oven for entertaining

Add a pergola or deck fan to keep cool on summer days

Add a pond or water feature for a serene effect

Add a watering system to keep your plants happy year-round without lifting a finger

The options are endless! Just be sure to plan for them in advance so you don’t have to dig 
up a flower bed to add power lines. Otherwise, solar lighting is always a great choice and 
very cost-effective.

Furniture

Have you considered what pieces of furniture you’ll want to use outdoors? Try to think 
beyond a typical table and chairs set. Today, there are a wide range of all-weather, rain-
proof couches, swings, pillows, end tables, and more that can turn your backyard into a 
comfy, cozy lounge.
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Other Recreational Amenities To Consider:

Bocce ball Dog run Pool/spa

Volleyball net Putting green Playground area

Step 7: Picking Plants

Last but not least, the final step to creating your outdoor oasis is to pick the perfect plants. 
Here are a few things to ask when picking out plants:

What plants grow well in your area?
Look around the area or talk to your local nursery owner about what plants grow well 
in your area. Also, your landscaper should be able to recommend plants that fit the look 
you’re going for that will also do well in your specific yard and amount of sunlight.

Do you like working outdoors?
If you enjoy spending time outdoors relaxing, but don’t want to worry about maintaining 
your landscape, you’ll want to choose low-maintenance plants. Many plantings as well as 
turf require regular care and pruning, while other plants can go long periods without any 
maintenance. This is one reason why some of our clients choose to install artificial lawns - 
they look great year-round without maintenance!

What forms of plants do you want to use?
Plants can grow individually in pots, vertically, or horizontally. Hedges are a vertical form 
plan that give a horizontal appearance. Deciduous plants will change with the season. 
It’s best to vary the forms of plants you have in your yard to avoid monotony and create 
interesting depth and texture.

Layering multiple types of plants, such as trees, shrubs, groundcovers, grasses, climbers, 
perennials, and bulbs, provides interest as well as natural shade, shelter, and sight 
barriers.

Will you grow a food garden?
Even a small yard can be used to grow fruits and vegetables. You’ll get to enjoy the 
freshest flavors of the season while reducing your ecological footprint. You might want 
to add raised garden beds and irrigation systems for your own food sources. Again, an 
experienced landscape contractor can help you find the perfect location for your garden 
beds and install watering systems to keep them well-fed!
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5 Critical Questions To Ask 
Before Hiring A Landscaper

Congrats! You made it! Thanks so much for 
checking out this 7-step guide. I hope you 
found it valuable. The 7 steps you just read 
will certainly help you avoid many pitfalls 
and DIY disasters, but if you decide to 
hire a professional who will help you save 
time and money, I recommend asking any 
expert these 5 questions first:

Are you licensed, insured, and 
fully qualified?

What’s your vision for my space?

Do you provide free, upfront 
estimates?

It’s critical you protect yourself and your 
investment by only working with licensed 
and insured professionals. Be wary of 
using any landscaper who doesn’t have 
credentials or an online presence with 
positive reviews.

While you’ll bring your own ideas to the 
table, you want to work with someone who 
can listen to your needs but also has an 
eye for innovative design and creativity. 
This way, you’ll end up with fresh ideas 
about your space you may have not 
otherwise considered.

If your landscaper doesn’t seem to be 
transparent when it comes to pricing, run 
the other way. It’s that simple. 

1.

2.

3.

COPYRIGHT   ©   2020   ALL   RIGHTS   RESERVED   
Nuview   Landscapes   &   Maintenance   |    info@nuviewlandscapes.com.au    |    Book   Online   Now 



Is your work guaranteed?

What’s your process look like?

Finding a quality craftsman and landscape artist can seem daunting. Look for a 
landscape contractor who’s confident enough to back up his words with a 3-part 
materials, timing, and workmanship guarantee.

A true expert will have his landscaping process down to a science to ensure a 
smooth execution and on-time finish. Avoid contractors who seem in a rush or 
avoid giving you a straight answer about how they work. Look for a landscaper 
who can tell you clearly, confidently, and concretely what his process looks like and 
what you can expect as a homeowner.

4.

5.

If you have any questions at all about your project, be sure to let us know by emailing us 
at info@nuviewlandscapes.com.au or calling 0428470115. 

Speak soon!

Beau

P.S. Would you like $297 worth of landscaping services… FREE? Then don’t miss 
my gift on the next page...
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$297 Worth Of Landscaping 
Services… FREE?

Dear Homeowner,

How would you like me to help you transform your backyard 
into your dream oasis… for free?

Can you imagine...

A new patio equipped with an outdoor kitchen

Beautiful wood decking you can enjoy for decades

Perfectly picked plants that bring life & colour to your yard 

Stunning stone paths and brilliant lighting to show it all off

Whatever you’re dreaming of, I’d love to help you bring it to life for free. All you have to 
do is book a no-cost, no-pressure Landscape Design Consultation.

At Nuview Landscapes & Maintenance, we understand that designing your dream 
yard and finding someone you trust to help bring it to life can be a big undertaking. 
You deserve to feel confident that you’re getting a relaxing outdoor oasis that family 
and friends can enjoy for many years to come… and a smart investment that will add 
$1000s to the value of your home. That’s why I’m making this offer.

During your free, on-site consultation (normally $297), you’ll meet with a licensed and 
qualified landscape contractor and perform a walkthrough of your property. (Or, if 
you prefer to do a virtual walkthrough, we can do that!). We’ll listen to your ideas and 
needs, address any challenges, share some ideas of our own, and provide you with 
an honest, upfront estimate - all in just 48 hours.

Remember, there’s no cost and no obligation to work with us. The consultation and 
expert advice are 100% free. But if you do choose to move forward, know that we offer 
an iron-clad TRIPLE guarantee that is unrivalled in Sydney, so you can feel confident 
in your decision.

But there is one catch…

We only have time to offer 5 of these Landscape Design Consultations per month. So, 
if you’re sick of dreaming about having an outdoor oasis and ready to turn it into a 
reality, click here or call 0428470115 to book your FREE consultation now!

I WANT FREE LANDSCAPE DESIGN HELP!
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